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Embracing Uncertainty in Medicine: Quincy College to Host
'Meet the Author Night' at Thomas Crane Public Library
Featuring Steven Hatch, Author of Snowball in a Blizzard
New York Times and Atlantic Monthly Featured Author to speak in Quincy Center
on November 2nd

SOCIAL MEDIA RELEASE (125 Characters): Meet@UMassMedNow's Dr. Steven Hatch,
#SnowballinaBlizzard author at .@QuincyCollege Meet Author event to be held 11/2 7pm at
@ThomasCranePL

Quincy, MA (10/26/2016) -

Quincy College Quincy Campus to host free, open to the
community "Meet the Author Night" event at Thomas Crane Public Library, 40 Washington St, Quincy,
MA 02169 on Wednesday, November 2nd starting at 7pm. Dr. Steven Hatch, an assistant professor of
medicine at the University of Massachusetts Medical School, working in the Division of Infectious Disease
and Immunology will speak about his new title, Snowball in a Blizzard. This event is free and open to the
public.
Snowball in a Blizzard highlights a physician's notes on uncertainty in medicine. Diagnoses are often just
educated guesses, and prognoses less certain still. There is a significant amount of uncertainty in the daily

practice of medicine, resulting in confusion and potentially deadly complications. Dr. Steven Hatch argues
that instead of ignoring this uncertainty, we should embrace it.
The title is a reference to a running joke among radiologists: finding a tumor in a mammogram is akin to
finding a snowball in a blizzard. This simile illustrates the difficulties of finding signals (the snowball)
against a background of noise (the blizzard). Doctors are faced with similar difficulties every day when
sifting through piles of data from blood tests to X-rays to lists of patient symptoms.
Quincy College's "Meet the Author Night" has brought notable authors to Quincy and Plymouth each Fall
and Spring and have included such talent as Rick Beyer, author of The Greatest Stories Never
Told series, Don Hussey, author of Ticket to Ride, Stephen Puleo, author of Due to Enemy Action, and
Casey Sherman, Author of Boston Strong.
A question and answer session will follow the Quincy College Meet the Author reading.
For more information about the Meet the Author Event, please
visit: http://quincycollege.edu/events/author-talks-snowball-in-a-blizzard/.

###

About Quincy College
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